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he directed that, when his descendants should die,
their bodies should be burned, and their ashes scat-
tered to the winds, so that they might be able to
rise more easily to the Sky. But he warned them
that, should they fail to do this, snow would not
cease to cover the earth, and their Lakes and Rivers
would remain frozen; and, as thus they could not
catch fish, which is their ordinary food, they would
all die in the spring-time.

Indeed, when, a few years ago, the winter had
lasted much longer than usual, there was general
consternation among the Savages of the Great Hare
family. They resorted to their customary jug-
gleries; they held several assemblies in order to
deliberate upon means of dissipating this unfriendly
snow, which was persistently remaining on the
ground; when an old woman, approaching them, said:
‘“ My children, you have no sense. You know the
commands that the Great Hare left with us, to burn
dead bodies, and scatter their ashes to the winds,
so that they might more quickly return to the Sky,
their own country; but you have neglected those
commands by leaving, at a few days’ journey from
here, a dead man without burning him, as if he did
not belong to the family of the Great Hare. Repair
your fault at once; be careful to burn him, if you
wish that the snow should disappear.” ‘‘ Thou art
right, our Mother,”’ they answered, ‘‘ thou hast more
sense than we; and the counsel thou hast given us
restores us to life.”” Immediately they sent twenty-
five men to go to burn this body; about fifteen days
were consumed in this journey, during which time
the thaw came, and the snow disappeared. Praises
and presents were heaped upon the old woman who



